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Article 24 - Resurrection 

24-1 The bodily resurrection of Christ is the basis for the resurrection of man.1 At the return of the Lord 
the bodies of the righteous dead will be raised, and the living believers will be caught up together with 
them to meet the Lord in the air.2 Believers will, at the resurrection, receive spiritual and immortal 
bodies like Christ's own glorious body.3 

The event of the resurrection is divided into two stages, separated by a period of a thousand years and 
differing in respect to both their subjects and their issues.4 The first resurrection includes only the 
righteous dead.5 The second resurrection is universal and occurs at the close of the millennium when all 
the unregenerate dead are raised to be brought before the great White Throne for judgment.6 

1 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies" (John 11:25). 

2 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 
According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not 
precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever (1Thes.4:14-17). 

3 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power that enables him 
to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body (Phil.3:20,21). I know 
that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will 
see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes--I, and not another. How my heart yearns within me! (Job 19:25-27). 

4 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt 
(Dan.12:2). Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out--those who 
have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned (John 5:28,29). 

5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy are 
those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ 
and will reign with him for a thousand years (Rev.20:5,6). 

6 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged 
according to what he had done (Rev.20:13). 
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Article 25 - The Second Coming of Christ 

25-1 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ is the personal visible, bodily return of our Lord to this earth1 to 
conform believers to His image and to establish the millennial kingdom. In connection with Christ's 
return there will be the resurrection of the righteous dead,2 the rapture of the saints,3 the salvation of 
Israel,4 the great tribulation,5 and the inauguration of the millennial reign.6 Following the millennium 
will be the resurrection and judgment of the unrighteous. The righteous will be eternally glorified with 
Him; the unrighteous will be eternally punished. 

25-2 The Second Coming is the believer's source of encouragement and comfort inspiring him to active 
service for Christ, and is a motive for purification and holy living.7 

1 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am (John 14:2,3). "Men of 
Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:11). 

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is (1Jo.3:2). Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed-- 
in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed (1Cor.15:51,52). 

3 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. We 
believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. According 
to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those 
who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage each other 
with these words (1Thes.4:13-18). 

4 Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved 
(Rom.11:25b, 26a). 

5 For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to be equaled again 
(Mat.24:21). 

6 Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests 
of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years (Rev.20:6). 

7 Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure (1Jo.3:3). 
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 Article 26 - The Judgments 

26-1 The Scriptures enumerate several judgments that differ in time, place, subjects, and results. All 
judgment has been entrusted to the Son by the Father.1 

26-2 Through the death of Christ on the cross, the believer's sins have been judged, and he has passed 
from death unto life.2 In no case do the redeemed come again into judgment concerning their eternal 
destiny. Each saint, however, will be required to give an account before the judgment seat of Christ 
regarding his works and conduct.3 

26-3 The unregenerate will be judged, condemned, and banished to eternal damnation in the lake of 
fire.4 

1 Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son (John 5:22). 

2 I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed 
over from death to life (John 5:24). 

3 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom.8:1). For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad (2Cor.5:10). 

4 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book 
of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and 
death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and 
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire (Rev.20:11-15). 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Revelation	  	   REFERENCE	  3	   Page	  	   4	  

Article 27 - The Millennium 

27-1 The Millennium is that aspect of the Kingdom of God that will be ushered in when the Lord Jesus 
Christ returns to the Earth to rule in righteousness. The unfulfilled Messianic prophecies will then be 
completed.1 During this period, Satan will be bound and his deceitful activities2thus restricted. The 
created universe will undergo a transformation,3 with universal prosperity and peace prevailing on 
earth.4 The saints will reign with Christ,5 and the earth will be full of the knowledge and glory of the 
Lord.6 

1 "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what 
is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: 
The LORD Our Righteousness. "So then, the days are coming," declares the LORD, "when people will no longer say, 'As surely as the LORD 
lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,' but they will say, 'As surely as the LORD lives, who brought the descendants of Israel 
up out of the land of the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.' Then they will live in their own land." 
(Jer.23:5-8). (See also Isa.9:6,7). 

2 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. He seized the 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be 
set free for a short time (Rev.20:1-3). 

3 The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little 
child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The 
infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on 
all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea (Isa.11:6-9). (See also 
Rom.8:19-23). 

4 He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore (Isa.2:4). The desert and 
the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly 
and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the LORD, the 
splendor of our God. The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, 
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow (Isa.35:1,2,7). 

5 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth (Rev.5:10). 

6 They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters 
cover the sea (Isa.11:9). Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. By myself I have 
sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will 
swear (Isa.45:22,23). 
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Article 28 - The Eternal State 

28-1 There are two final, eternal destinies for man: heaven for the righteous and penitent, and hell for 
the unrighteous and impenitent.1 At the great white throne judgment, all of the enemies of God will be 
consigned to the place of eternal conscious punishment, from which there is no escape.2 The new 
heavens and the new earth shall be created3 as the final state in which the righteous shall dwell forever 
in the presence of God.4 

1 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life (Mat.25:46). 

2 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book 
of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and 
death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and 
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, 
he was thrown into the lake of fire (Rev.20:11-15). 

3 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the 
earth and everything in it will be laid bare. Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You 
ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction 
of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven 
and a new earth, the home of righteousness (2Pe.3:10-13). 

4 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God (Rev.21:3). 

	  
	  
Bible	  Fellowship	  Church	  –	  Proposed	  Articles	  of	  Faith	  on	  Kingdom	  (bfc.org,	  2012	  Yearbook)	  
	  
Article 27 – The Kingdom of God	  
	  

27-1 God is the almighty Sovereign who reigns eternally over all His creation.1  His kingdom 
triumphs forever according to His will. Even the sinful rebellion of mankind cannot defeat Him, but 
instead serves and glorifies Him.2  

27-2 God’s plan, demonstrated throughout human history, has been to reveal His kingship on earth 
by delegating kingly dominion to human beings as His image bearers.3  Through Adam’s fall the 
exercise of this dominion has been corrupted, and man needs redemption in order to glorify God 
and reign in accordance with His will. As the Last Adam, Jesus in His humanity manifests the proper 
vice-regency of the kingdom of God for the purpose of redemption and restoration, which will 
ultimately usher in the glorious kingdom for which creation was destined.4  Thus, the kingdom of 
God is advanced in Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, ascension, and His present reign.5 
Acknowledging this reign, Christians confess Christ as Lord and willingly submit to His rulership in 
their personal lives and welcome His authority over all creation. 6 

27-3 The millennial reign of Christ is a further advancement of the kingdom whereby Jesus, through 
His second coming, brings His inaugurated kingdom to earth and makes it visible. During this reign, 
Christ will fulfill kingdom promises as He establishes righteousness, justice and peace throughout 
all creation.7  At the start of this period, saints will be resurrected bodily to join in the reign with 
Christ. Satan will be bound and his deceitful activities suspended. Nevertheless, an undercurrent of 
human sinful resistance will continue through the millennium, though held in check as Christ rules 
with a rod of iron. At the end of this millennial reign, Satan will be released to lead a rebellion 
against God’s people and the Lord Jesus. In a climactic manifestation of His kingship, Christ will 
defeat the rebellion.8 



Revelation	  	   REFERENCE	  3	   Page	  	   6	  

27-4 When Christ has subdued all enemies, including death, He will present the kingdom to His 
Father.9  The triune God will preside over a new heaven and a new earth, and the people of God 
will dwell with Him forever.10 All prophecies of Scripture will have been fulfilled. God’s eternal 
kingship, having been established and vindicated by the royal exercise of the Son’s authority, will 
at that time be present and manifest in full glory over all creation forever and ever. 

1 The LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all (Psa. 103:19). His dominion is an eternal 
dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation (Dan. 4:34). 

2 The LORD works out everything for his own ends – even the wicked for a day of disaster (Prov. 16:4). Surely the wrath of men 
brings you praise, and with the remainder of wrath you arm yourself (Psa. 76:10).  

3 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the 
air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground” (Gen. 1:26). 

4 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s 
abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ (Rom 5:17). The 
creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its 
own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God (Rom. 8:19-21). 

5 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone (Heb. 2:9). For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said, 
“The Lord said to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet’” (Acts 2:34-35). But about 
the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom” (Heb. 
1:8). 

6 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are 
saved (Rom. 10:9-10). Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Matt. 6:10). 

7 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice he 
judges and makes war. … On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS (Rev. 
19:11,16). He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore 
(Isa. 2:4). With righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike 
the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked (Isa. 11:4). 

8 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. He threw him into 
the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were 
ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority 
to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of 
God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came 
to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. … When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison and 
will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth – Gog and Magog – to gather them for battle … But fire came 
down from heaven and devoured them. And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the 
beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever (Rev. 20:2-4, 7-10). 

9 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. You will rule them with an iron 
scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery (Psa. 2:8-9). Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God 
the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death (1 Cor. 15:24-26). 

10 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away (Rev. 21:1). No longer will 
there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the 
sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever (Rev. 22:3-5). 
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